THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
being injured; and in east Suffolk in the night of
June 7, when a German bomber crashed in that
county. All these instances occurred while the
Battle of France was in progress and they can be
regarded as 'strays' or diversions from that battle
rather than as incidents of the Battle of Britain. The
latter did not begin, as a substantive series of opera-
tions, until the other had ended.
The Main Attack Begins
Major-General Chaney's choice of August 8 as
the date of the main attack on Britain seems to be
preferable to Mr. Masefield's date, August n. The
latter was the date upon which a strong attack was
made on shipping off the south coast and on Port-
land and Weymouth. Some 400 enemy aircraft
were engaged on that day. A similar number had
been engaged, however, on August 8, when there
were a heavy air attack on shipping in the Channel
and a big air battle, sixty enemy aircraft being de-
stroyed. On August n, sixty-five were shot down,
five of them by our warships* guns. The Battle of
Britain was, as already stated, a series of battles in
the air and August 8 was the first of them in which
more than fifty enemy aircraft were destroyed over
or round our coasts.
The Threat of Invasion
There were, of course, other operations, or
abortive attempts of operations, in the Battle of
Britain, and consideration of these might lead to the
fixing of different stages from those suggested above.
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